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hanged. 

1779 

1780 

1781 

1782 

1783 

. 

1787 May 

A N D  C O U N T E R I N T E L L I G E N C E  E V E N T S  

1770-1859 

13 January Matthias Colbhart is tried as a British spy, found guilty and subsequently 

8 May General Clinton succeeded General Howe as British commander in 
the colonies. 

12 January Thomas Paine fired from his post with Foreign Affairs Committee for 
violation of government secrecy agreement. 

20 September Major John Andre, head of British intelligence in the colonies, is cap-
tured by American miltiamen after meeting with General Benedict 
Arnold.Arnold escapes to the British lines. 

2 October British spy John Andre is hanged in Tappan, New York. 

March James Armistead volunteers to be an American spy against the British 
at Yorktown,Virgina. 

August Daniel Bissell is dispatched as an American spy against the British in 
New York. 

19 October Washington accepts formal surrender of Cronwallis’ army at Yorktown. 

4 April Sir Guy Carleton succeeds General Clinton as British commander. 

19 April Continental Army receives official announcement of “cessation of 
hostilities” with Great Britain. 

8 June Daniel Bissell is awarded the Purple Heart for his work as an 
American spy

3 September Peace Treaty signed between England and the United States. 

4 December Last of the British troops leave the United States. 

Consitutional Convention established the President as the manager 
of intelligence. 

I M P O R  T  A N T  D A  T E S  

THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION AND POST ERA, 

1789 27 July	 Department of Foreign Affairs established; officially redesignated 
Department of State on 15 September 1789. 
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